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“SPECIAL INQUIRY INTO GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS: FINAL REPORT” — 
MATAGARUP BRIDGE 

97. Mr J.N. CAREY to the Minister for Transport: 

I refer to the construction of Matagarup Bridge, of which the “Special Inquiry into Government Programs and 
Projects: Final Report” found no evidence of the former Minister for Transport having, and I quote — 

… asked to know what was happening when there were strong indications that the project was not going 
according to plan. 

(1) Can the minister outline to the house what impact the lack of oversight by the previous transport ministers 
had on this project? 

(2) How, under the McGowan Labor government, is construction of this project finally getting underway? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 

I thank the member for Perth for the question. 

(1)–(2) The report released this week outlines the history of this bridge and the fact that, despite dates being 
missed, no questions were asked and ministers did not get involved. I will go through some of those 
dates. On 24 July 2016, the first shipment was due to arrive from Malaysia but the delivery date was 
missed. On 20 August 2016, the second shipment was due to arrive from Malaysia but the delivery 
date was missed. In October, the Department of Transport advised the steering group that the project 
was delayed. The special inquiry found that despite this news, the government made no announcement 
that the bridge would miss its opening date at the end of 2016. In January 2017, news emerged that the 
Malaysian steel fabrication site had been sold to Korean interests. The contractor was locked out and 
work ceased due to legal issues. That is the history we inherited—a project that the former government 
was told was going to cost over $70 million, which it claimed would cost $50 million, and delivery 
dates were missed — 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, can we just get through the questions, please. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Delivery dates were missed and missed and no-one asked what was happening with that 
bridge. No-one in the former government asked that question. I look in particular at the member for Nedlands 
who was there in the last months and who could have taken action to get the construction of that bridge back on 
course. The member for Nedlands did nothing to get that bridge back on course. There was warning after 
warning after warning. Before the election, it was clear there were significant problems but the former 
government did not tell the public. 

What do they continue to say? The Leader of the Opposition, as the then minister responsible for the stadium, who 
should have made himself aware about what was happening with the bridge, given its key component in taking 
people to that stadium, did not get involved. Now he is saying that the bridge could have been finished at a lower 
price and at a better quality than it is being produced now—completely dismissing the WA workers who are 
working hard down there at Civmec, trying to get this bridge finished, building this bridge. 

Mr W.R. Marmion: When are you going to finish it? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Is it not interesting that the member for Nedlands was the minister for seven months but that 
is the first time he has ever asked that question. Why did he not ask someone that question when he was the 
Minister for Transport? When he was driving to tennis practice, did he not notice that the bridge was not built? He 
should not come in here and ask that question now when he did not ask that question when he was the minister. 

Mr W.R. Marmion: How do you know? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Because the report said so. 

Mr W.R. Marmion: You weren’t in the office! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Nedlands wants to talk about his office. I know how he operated when he 
refused to talk to directors general. He was basically an arms-length minister who let his former chief of staff do 
everything—to do the job as minister. That is what happened. The member for Scarborough last year claimed that 
in January of that year, 10 months earlier, they had photographs of the nearly complete bridge. When 10 months 
prior the gates were locked and no-one was in there building that bridge, the member for Scarborough said she had 
photographs of the bridge being built. I will tell members what: people cannot walk over photographs to get to the 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 22 February 2018] 

 p480a-480a 
Mr John Carey; Ms Rita Saffioti 

 [2] 

stadium. If we look there now, we see real segments of the bridge—not photographs. We will continue to employ 
WA workers and get involved. 
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